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he will give the bearer a k?atag or a small present. In the
same order of ideas may be classed this people's custom of
always putting something in a vase, bowl, or pitcher when
making a present of it, for to give it empty would be
unlucky.1
Some six or eight miles below these tents we saw, after
rounding a rather sharp bend in the road, the brightly
colored walls of the lamasery of Jyekundo, crowning
a high, steep hill, at the foot of which was an irregular
mass of flat-roofed, mud-plastered houses, composing the
town, and looking like old brick kilns.2 Behind the lama-
sery rose precipitous mountains of dark slaty rocks, with
here and there stunted juniper and cedar trees growing
in the clefts; and farther away a long line of snow-clad
peaks, an eastern continuation of the range I had re-
cently crossed. Below the village the river flowed swiftly
by, through a grassy bottom, where herds of yak and
ponies were grazing; and women were trudging back-
ward and forward between the river and the town, carry-
ing barrels of water on their backs. Altogether it was
a pretty place, and I looked forward to a week or two
of rest in it with great pleasure, but was doomed to dis-
appointment.
We took up our lodgings in the courtyard of a house
belonging to a young woman to whom an admiring T'ung-
shih had given it, and tried to make ourselves as comfort-
able as possible under a broad shed which covered one side
of it. Hardly had we started the*fire to boil our tea than
the yard was filled with people eager to see what goods
1 When selling grain or flour, the    "Embassy to the Court of the Teshoo
vender puts back a little in the meas-    lama," p. 215: " The peasant's home
ure> so as "not to cut "fee root of    is of a mean eonstraetion, and resera-
trade" (tsa che mtt-nyon).                      bles a briek kiln, in shape and sise,
2 Captain Turner, I find, made this    more exactly than anything to which
comparison as far back as 1783.   See    I can -compare it.r